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60 years of bilateral relations between Germany and Ghana

The Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany to Ghana, H.E. Christoph Retzlaff was
bom on 10th of March 1962 in S art, and is
married with three ch ore coming 10
Ghana in July 2016 as or, he had served
as the Deputy Head n at the German
Embassy Cairo, Eg 2

From 2011 10 201 was posted to
Cairo, Egypt, he served at the Federal Foreign
Office, European Union Directorate, and also
served at the Political Directorate, from 2004 to
2008

From 2008 to 2011 he served at the

Permanent Representation of Germany (o the
United Nations, New York, Political Department
He has also worked in the German Embassy in
Moscow from 1994 10 1997

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany 10 Ghana, H.E. Christoph Retzlaff sits
with Norvan Acquah-Hayford of the Business and
Financial Times, and talks about how the wall that
separated East and West Germany was finally

brought down, as the Germans celebrate their
Unity Day on 3rd October this year
He also touches on the German

government's suppon for vocational training In
Ghana and the interest of German investors o
come and invest in the country under the G20
compacL.

During the interview, Ambassador Retzlaff
recounted the history of the relationship between
Germany and Ghana and reiterated his
government's commilment 1o strengthening the
already strong bonds also through trade and
investment with the aim of ensuring that jobs are
created for the youth of Ghana

B&FT: First, thanks for having us today,
Mr. Ambassador, what briefly can you say
about your country as you celebrate the
German Unity Day?
Thanks very much for being here. German Unity
Day is a very important event (o us Germans. It
also had a lot of repercussions throughout Europe
and throughout the world

What happened in 1989 was that the people
in East Germany staged a peaceful revolution
which brought down the wall between East and

West Germany. This then reunited the two (East
and West Germany) to become the Germany
we see today, finally overcoming also the
division of Europe after the Second World War.

This was indeed one of these defining
moments when the people took their destiny
into their own hands peacefully and made
history. This is a very inspiring example for me,
especially in today's world where there is so
much nationalism, populism and also narrow-
mindedness.

B&FT: What is the message to your
countrymen living in this country and
Ghanaians and if you can share the theme
of this year's celebration?

The basic message of this day to Germans is:
We Germans are grateful to our European
friends and partners in the world who enabled
us Lo gvercome the separation in Germany.

If we had been left alone, we wouldn't
have been able to do that. It was the people of
East Germany who started this but they couldn't
have done it alone. It took the support and trust
from our international partners like the US,
Russia, the UK and France to overcome the
division and the legacies of the Second World
War. So, the averwhelming feeling is
gratefulness, also to our European partners and
international friends.

The message to Ghana is, that there are
these moments in history where people take
their destiny into their own hands peacefully
and they make history. So, live the spirit of
optimism, believethat you can change things
for the better and things can become better.

B&FT: How many years are we looking at
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would come down within aday.

B&FT: Tell me what the experience was
like. I am sure at the time you were in
Germany when the wall finally came down?
Yes, | was in Germany. | remember | was sitting
and watching TV and there was this famous East
German leader, who was having a live press
conference and he was handed a piece of paper.

He read the paper in front of the camera
saying, there will be no requirement for crossing
the border from East Berlin to West Berlin.

The jounalists did not believe their ears and
asked him when that will take effect. He did not
know but said: immediately. A few minutes later
people gathered at the border station and asked
that they were allowed to cross over to West
Berlin but the guards would not allow them.

But the numbers built up and finally the
guards allowed them to cross the border. So that is
how the unification process started.

B&FT: Let's turn our attention to Ghana, as
the head of the mission here, what is your
impression of Ghanat

Ghana is a great country, | really love Ghana, |
love Ghanaians; with a lot of young people and
with great potentials. There is a lot of creativity but
there are also a lot of challenges. Ghana has a lot
of opportunities. It has been the front runner when
it comes to independence and democracy in
Africa.

Regarding economic reforms, | am
optimistic that Ghana will be able to live up to the
expectation of becoming an economic power
house in Africa and that is what we are working on
in our cooperation.

B&FT: In your cooperation with Ghana,
which are the areas that you consider with
the new government to achieve the
economic transformationyourefertol
The pillar of our cooperation is development
cn:pz‘num.u:'m-umm-uu

since the wall that separated Germany
was brought down?
We are celebrating 27 years of German
reunification; the day on which East and West
Cermany signed the unification is
the 3rd of October, 1990. But mmm‘:‘"
came down on 9th November, 1989 in a very
unprecedented and unimaginable way.

Those days in Germany, even two months
earlier, nobody could have known that the wall

areimpo

agriculture traditionally is a very important
sector in Ghana and it is still the part of the
economy where most jobs are created. And we
believe, that there is a lot of potential in
agriculture, so we have to combine all forces to
realise the country's potential in agriculture

B&FT: Let's look at one of the areas of
cooperation, good governance. How do
we ensure proper good governance in this
country, as there are calls to have this,
infused in the running of especially
government institutions?

. And | will adr
country. And | will admit that it is not a problem
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each other?

We are in a very good situation here in German -
Ghanaian cooperation. It's not only the
Embassy, but we have about 15 other German
organization here in Ghana. We have our
cultural agencies, DAAD and Goethe-Institut. By
the way, each year we have about four hundred
students coming to Germany to study.

We have the GIZ, which is our
development cooperation agency, we have two
development banks KFW and DEG, and we have
German army advisors here among others.

We have the Deutsche Welle Academy
training journalists as well which brings us into a
position that we can really work together in all
spheres of society.

What has significantly improved during the
last 12 months, is the political dialogue.

You will remember that President Akufo-
Addo has been to Berlin already. This was in June
for the launch of the G20 Africa partnership. This
meeting had Chancellor Merkel in attendance
and he also had dinner with our Federal
President Steinmeier.

Very soon, probably in December, we are
going to have a high-level representative from
the German government to visit Ghana. So, you
see, also in political dialogue, we have reached a
new level of cooperation between our two
countries

BF&T: What will you say has been the
contribution of German companies to the
Ghanaian economy?

Very good question and let me say we al
this Embassy are working very hard, with the
German Chamber of Commerce and German
companies here in Chana to improve ties
between the two economies. We see some
encouraging signs. The trade volume has gone
up by 20% in 2016.

This year we are seeing more German
companies being interested in doing business in
Ghana. But we tave not arrived yet where we
should be, because Cermany is one of the
strongest economies in the world and we would
like to attract more companies to Ghana to come
and help create jobs for Ghanaians.

When the Ghanaian President was in
Germany in June, he had meetings with top

German industries officials which went very
well. And we are following up because we want
to see those who are ready to invest to come to
Ghana and start businesses. But Ghana has to
create favourable conditions for foreign
investment. Let 's put it simple: We can do more
and Ghana can do more.

B&FT: What is your opinion about the
issue of Ghana having more AID as against
engaging TRADE with its development
partners like Germany?
For the time being and years to come, Ghana
should concentrate on bath AID and TRADE. |
am convinced that you need both for the
moment in our cooperation. We still do need
development aid, especially to develop
agriculture. But it will be also important to move
as the President has said from AID ta TRADE.

Traditional development AID will never do
the whole job. When you look at the kind of
money you need for infrastructural investments
in Ghana and Alrica in the two decades to come,
that will never come from development AID
alone. So, you need more private investments. If
you look at the world right now, there are
trillions of US dollars which are idling around the
world today waiting to be invested. Only 4% of
this investment money is coming to Africa right
now

Due to the fact that Africa has the youngest
population in the world, which is project
reach close to 5 billion people at the end of the
century, it has a huge potential. And in order to
realise this potential and to generate economic
development, we need lo bring private
investments lo Africa, and that is exactly the idea
of our G20 African Partnership.

B&FT: Between Ghana and Germany,
which other areas is your country
considering with regards to Trade, hoping
toincrease Trading?
German industries have a lot to offer, in the field
of technology, alsoin the field of renewable
energy and the challenge of the energy sector
raqumn'wme kind of renewable energy mix.
We are indeed very glad that the President

has made it clear that, all new PPA “s should be
in renewable energy. There is an ambitious
programme coming from the side of the
Ghanaian government to make sure that all
government buildings are placed on renewable
energy.

Let me also mention lhat, we have just
concluded a new bil
Reform Partnership. This wuil bring up to 100
million Euros to Ghana in 2017 and we are
starting this year. We are left with iating
the details of this partnership and this new
German-Ghanaian partnership is meant to
sufpport the G20 compact with and
Africa.

B&FT: How do our German partners
ensure that the good people benefit from
the millions of Euros that you doll out to
our governments for development
purposes or how do you ensure that these
monies do not end up in

pockets? dh
Let me give you a good example, one
pfllarsg:u\enew partnerships is

vocational training. So we - ina cog.nha\
between our d.wlopmml 1Z and

Ghanaian vocational training will train
and educate young Ghanaians to be in a better
position to find jobs.

Yes, it's not to train to find
jobs only, you have to crnn jobs for the
educated people. hnbl and private sector
should work hand in hand.

And that awmmumhu
induslncs like Siemens and

Companies
others are already here in the energy sector
lhwwouldb-h”wbwﬂl for
the young Ghanaians who will ;

That is the philosophy of the new
government and we are in full support of it. We
want o bring more German companies 1o
Ghana to invest to make sure that not only raw
materials are , but make sure that value
creation takes place in Chana.

B&FT: What will be the footprints
Germany in Ghana, in the next five years?

We would be very happy to see, when the G20
w .:'ﬂhmhn

e

partnership with Chana
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Allianz Insurance congratulates the
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY on
the celebration of GERMAN UNITY DAY

Allionz Ghana Heod office, Lexta Squore ,No.
79 Achimota Road, Ebony Crescent (Off the
Olusegun Obasanjo Highway) Accra

Tel: (233-302) 764 893-94
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Almost three decades ago, we
celebrated German reunification
and the end of the division of
Europe into East and West. To this
day, people all over the world are
moved when they recall how this
separalion was overcome

We look back with gratitude at
this historic opportunity and at the
politicians who laid the foundations
for reunification at the ume - Willy
Brandt and Helmut Kohl, who died
this year

This development was
preceded by years of détente
policies by then Federal Chancellor
Willy Brandt, in which it had
proved possible 1o achieve change
through rapprochement despite the
great differences beiween the
systems. Germany's endeavours on
behalf of European integration,
reconciliation with its neighbouring
countries and the rejection of
nationalistic delusions of power
created the framework for German
unity.

Following German
reunification and the wave of
democracy and the rule of law that
reached many countries in the
world at the time, we now find
ourselves in an era in which
Opposing interests are coming to
the fore once again

Global challenges have
increased further in recent years.
Geopolitical conflicts, terronsm,
migration and refugee flows,
poverty, hunger, epidemics and
advancing climate change pose
great tasks for societies worldwide.

We are still seeking what
Willy Brandt called “global
governance”, that is, a policy
characierised by global justice, the
strength of the law and the

overcoming of national borders. In

recent decades, the global
community has made significant
progress.

The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development is a
milestone for the international
community, serving both as a
mandate and a promise.

Global challenges, such as
climate change with its dramatic
consequences including droughts
and floods, can only be overcome if
we work together and as equal
partners. Pacifying regional
conflicts and crises is also a global
task. Stabilisation and development
create opportunities for people's
lives

No country in the world can
solve the international problems
facing us on its own. None of these
problems can be tackled by
isolation, Instead, what we need are
slrong partners

In view of its awn history and
its experiences as regards
overcoming tyranny and
establishing and consolidating a
democratic state founded on the
rule of law, our country is facing up
1o these challenges. Germany is
willing to shoulder international
responsibility.

That is why itis applying for a
non-permanent seat on the United
Nations Security Council for the

at challenges, ng
fﬁmecmemefmdm
and the planet.
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Allionz Ghana is a 100% wholly owned subsidiary of Alionz Groug,
ane of the lsoding financal service groups worldwide, octive In
all lnes of insumnce ond osset monogemant. With over142,.000
employees workdwide ond heodquarters in Munich, the Allonz
Group serves 83 4million qustomers in more than 70 countries.
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i 2012 d due to its scope of

v of trade fair and

Business Lunch with Vice President Dr. Mahamudu B. , German Amb. dor Christoph Retzlaff

and German enlerprises, organized by KAS & AHK

DAAD

DAAD is the world's largest funding organization for the international exchange of students
and researchers. It supports the internationalization of German universities, promotes German
studies and the German 1anguube abroad, assists developing countries in establishing effective
sities and advises decision makers on matters of cultural, education and development

univer
policy. The DAAD is represented by 56 Information Centers inc luding the DAAD Information
Center Accra

The DAAD Information Center Accra was established in October 2000, It provides
counseling to prospective students who are planning to study and conduct research in Germany.
It holds a monthly introductory session on study and research opportunities in Germany as well
as other Info-Events

The information Center is located at the Goethe-Institut Accra,
Cantonments

next to MNafti, East

pm———————

p——
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Consultation on “Studying in Germany”

Day

relations l')ffl\fof?T"l Germany and Ghana
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of German Unity
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ons In Ghana

For 55 years DEG has been

developing and emerging-market countries

1o sectors (

a reliable partner to privatese
DEG

nvests in orofit

custainable development in all
infrastructure and manufacturing to services. The
facilitate reliable access to investment capital locally.

the economy ir

financial

DEG invests in financial institutions, which in turn provide capital

DW Akadamie in Ghana

DW Akademie is Germany's leading organization for international media develo
focus in Ghana is on strengthening journalism education programs, professionalizs
of community issues and supporting media houses in giving marginalized groups a

DW Akademie works with the Ghana Institute of Journalism, the
Television Institute, the Ghana Community Radio Network and Joy FM. [
works with the Media Foundation for West Africa and Penplusbytes to impro
information

All projects are funded by Germany's Federal Ministry for Economic
Development.

Cooperation and

Voung journalists trained by the DW Akadamie reporting on the streets in Accra

Germany Trade& Invest (GTA)

Germany Trade & Invest is the economic development agency of hww
Germany. In 2014 Germany Trade & Invest opened its new office in Accra from where |
informs German companies about trade and investment opportunities in West

Increasing interest from German companies in Africa re
information about the region.

GTAI reports regularly about latest developments
lood and beverage industry, agriculture or mining, thy
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Visit Thomas Silberhorn: rvisit of German Deputy Minister for
Economic Cooperation and Development, Thomas Silberhorn in Chana. — March 201

T‘le Gh.ma Sklik Dev. f-lopmem Initiative: Ambassador Christoph Retzlaff
i f the European Union to Ghana William Hanna launched the

tive Il in the Ashanti Region — February 2017

E-Waste: Launch of German Ghanaian 25 Mio Euro E-waste project - March 2017

© Cerman Embassy Accra

G20 Africa Conference; German Chancellor Angela Merke! welcomes the President of Chana Nana Akufo-Addo to |
G20 Afrika Partnership Conference in Berlin - june 2017  ®dpa

Reform partnership on Renewable Energy: Commiment between
H £ Chnstoph Retzlalf, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Cermany to Chana and
Mr Boakye Agyarko, Minister for Energy. Renewal to intensify cooperation in the area of
renewable energy in Chana - March 2017 Christoph

& Cerman Embassy Accra the Cerman funded WASCAL - May 2017

Long-term phm workshop on WASCAL:
Ri '“umwﬂummm ork
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;
Dr. Bawumia: Lecture @ Centre for European Studies/ 4b - Lecture
@ Centre for European Studies: Ambas

G20 Africa Conference: German Federal k-Waher Steinmeier greet

Chana’s president Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo
G20 Africa Partnership Conference in Berlin - June 21

i at the end of the

Dnnatlon science eqmpmenl to KNUST: ponation of a scientific

zermany alumni and their colleagues at KNUST in Kumasi - July 2017

G20 Africa Conference: chana's foreign minister Shirley Botchwey ane
GCerman Ambassador Christopg Retzlaff at the Foreign Office in Berlin - June 2
© Florian Caertner/ photothek.net

Visit of German Deputy Ministers Kitschelt and Galzer-

Visit of Deputy Minister Dr. Friedrich Kitscheli, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development, and Deputy Minister Werner Catzer, Federal Ministry of Finance, to
follow up on Compacts with Africa and Reform-Partnership initiative - July 2017 ® KiW

G20 Business Meeting: Chana's President Nana Akufo-Addo, together with

Foreign Minister Shirkey Botchwey, Minister of Finance Ken Ofork-Atta und Minuster of Education
Matthew Prempeh meet Cerman by ata ganized by the Cerman
Chamber of commerce and Industry and by SAFRI June 2017 ® Konrad-A,

. ” —| u

Election observation course @ KAIPTC:
Cerman Deputy Head of Mission Hans-Helge Sander opened an election observation
course at the Cerman funded KAIPTC - August 2017 © Cerman Embassy Accra

ject in Upper East Region: G20 Africa Conference: The German Chancellor Angela Merkel with the Press conference on mult! of 620 Afr Conf in
ast Region ol Chana by the President of Chana Nana Akulo-Addo and Presidents of other Alrican countries and Cerman Embassy hosts a press conference with Heads of Warld |
a stakeholders at the G20 Africa Partnership Conlerence in Berlin - june 2017 ©dpa the results ol the WMMhm-H 017
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Ebert Stiftung (FES GlZ-Gesellschaft fiir

[ ynmitted to the ideas and basic values of social " ~ - e o
' S \ fie alsliaal ~ AriNirt
o arcemninsimocnicay | [NtEMNAtIONAle Zusammenarbeit
1 agreement of collaboration in 1969. FES
jonofd cracy, social justice, security and economic The Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH supports Chana
3 § ! g for over 30 years and currently promotes sustainable devalooment in d s via 56
. programmes and projects in the following priority areas agricul anid
together with trade unions, political parties i = L
: 4 sustainable economic development
its aims. Its annual flagsh p programmes are
[ Ti ne (WIPT & Additionally, our portfolio extends to other areas such as peace and security, renewable

energy and climate and environment

GIZ's work in Ghana is commissioned primarily by the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development, but we also implement projects v
other German ministries, European Union institutions, governments of other cot

private sector
v ‘ﬂ " k
{ E y

Due to the contribution of GIZ and its partners,
188.621 farmers increased their income between 2010 and 2015

| German Swiss
s0etf effr!smut International School (GSIS)

The ¢ e-Ir t is Germany's cultural institute, active worldwide. In Ghana it has been
5 1| exchange and learning the German language since 1961.
n Accra, where it invites people to study, experience culture and meet friends
'rs food and drinks and an open-air stage allows the Goethe-Institut to invite
=sted for weekly film screenings and other regular cultural events like our
ng sessions and exhibitions.
ming and interaction open to the public, the Goethe-Institut offers a
ipped with books, mavies, music and self-teaching materials.

In the middle of the megacity of Accra lies this jewel of a school. What is special here, is that
tradition and modem life have co-existed peacefully for years.

The GSIS-Accra is a bilingual all day school with periods of relaxation and concentrated
learning. Lessons are taught across classes and include children with special challenges.

Our work in schoal is based on the quality framework for German Schools Abroad, the
Thuringia curriculum and the Cambridge Program. The social background and the West
African symbols inspire us in living together and learning in the international school
community.

10th National German Cultural Festival at the Goethe-Institut
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German Institutions in Ghana

KW Development Bank in Ghana

half of t}
half of the

overnment, has committed close

Lerman (
nent. We are both an experienced bank and a
rtise, an expert knowledge of development policy

Active in Ghana since 1961

t billio

volve public sector players in developing
I tion to mnnlmrmg Thﬂlf

peace, protect both the

: 1}

KfW finances via the Outgrower Value Chain Fund (OVCF) projects in agriculture.

Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation (KAS)

The Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation (KAS) was founded in 1955 and was named after the first
Christian-Democratic Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Konrad Adenauer. The
Foundation advocates for peace, freedom and justice through civic and political education

It finds its source and point of reference is the Christian understanding that human beings
are created by God with equality, difference and imperfection

The Foundation was established in Ghana 1966; currently KAS seeks to promote
democratic and economical processes through activities and programs with its partners from
Civil Society Organizations, Political Parties and Government Institutions
= ]

—

Conference with our partner organizations “Institute of Green Growth Solutions®,
Special Guest of Honour: Vice-President Mahamudu Bawumia

Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping
Training Centre (KAIPTC)

Established in 2004 as a government institution of the Republic of Ghana, the KAIPTC offers
internationally recognised training courses, academic courses and innovative research
programmes that aim to expand regional peacekeeping capacities.

It was assigned the training mandate by the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) and has subsequently been acknowledged as a regional Training Centre of
Excellence i

Germany - through the Federal Foreign Office, the Federal Ministry of the Interior, the
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and the Faderal PAimSTr"I o'f
Defence - has supported the KAIPTC from the very beginning, with up to 30 million euros in
total und up to 3.6 million euros for 2017 alone

Entrance of the KAIPTC

Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB)

The Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB) is the national metrology institute of
Germany. It was founded in 1887.

For more than 50 years, PTB has shared its core competences in international
development cooperation by supporting developing and emerging economies in the field of
quality infrastructure.

PTB's bilateral collaboration with Ghana started in 2005. As part of the German
Development Cooperation, two ongoing projects aim at increasing agricultural production
through development and implementation of quality standards along different value chains.
They are implemented in cooperation with Ghanaian partner institutions like the Ghana
Standards Authority (GSA).

- -

Ay

Analysis of Mango Juice by the Ghana Standards Authority

Savings Banks Foundation for International
Cooperation (Sparkassenstiftung)

For 25 years now, Sparkassenstiftung has been supporting financial institutions in developing,
emerging and transition countries. the
professionalism of its partner institutions, thus
permanent access to financial products. o e
i Sparkassenstiftung has advising the Ghana Co-operative

Since mid-2010 €O i

) > L. further  their Training
Centre CUTraC. With own

| hotel
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o O tin Occasion of the 26th Annlvomlry of Germar .: Inific atio
the Ghanaian-German Economic Association (GGEA) extends 7
wishes to the President and the people of the Federal Rapubﬁcﬂf 'ﬁ_ many

assistancein

BUSINESS REI.A

interested in NETWORKI NG

TRADE DELEGATIONS ABROAD
ADVOCACY ON BILATERAL & BUSINESS ISSUES

CONSULTANCYNEW BUSINESS CONTACTS
Getting FIRST HAND INFORMATION on certain topics
GERMAN TRADE FAIRS JOB SEARCH & EXECUTIVE

CORPORATE HEAD HUNTING

RATES AT VARIOUS HOTELS WEEKLY EXCHANGE RATES

AND MANY MORE?

BENEFIT FROM OUR BROAD BUSINESS
NETWORK AND BOOST YOUR BUSINESS
TODAY! IS EUROPE YOUR

MARKET?

Then you should NOT hesitate
and become a MEMBER of the
Ghanaian-German Economic
Association, the No. 1
ASSOCIATION in Ghana, &
when it comes to Business -
relations with GERMANY & EUROPE g

Print innovalion: 0267771670

efo Street, Asylu [J own, Accra
9227 #
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Germany’s G20 Presidency 2017:

A Focus on Africa

——
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To strengthen sustainable and inclusive
economic development in Africa and to boost
private sector investment, Germany made the
“G20 Africa Partnership” a top priority of its
G20 Presidency. Germany invited the Heads
of State of selected African countries to the G
20 Africa Partnership Conference “Investing
in a Common Future® in Berlin, on 12th and
13thof June 2017

Ghana's President, H.E. Nana Addo
Dankwa Akufo-Addo, and his Minister of
Finance, Honorable Ken Ofori Atta, as well as
the Foreign Minister, Honorable Shirley
Ayorkor Botchwey, followed the invitation.
Ghana became one of the first seven
*Compact with Africa® countries.

The G20 partnership intends to facilitate
mutual commitments between African
countries, G20 partners and International
Financial Institutions (AfDB, WB, IMF), The
“Compact with Africa” (CwA) aims at creating
a conducive environment for private sector
investment by supporting business and
financial framework reforms and reforms on
the macroeconomic level.

In this process the Governments of the
participating African countries are in the
driver's seat: They define and prioritize their
commitments; they themselves set targets and
timelines as reassurances for private investors.

At the Berlin conference, President
Akufo-Addo's speech received much
attention and pﬂise The President urged
Alrican goverr ibility
for the economic and locul transformation of

their countries.

“If we, Africans, are 1o transform our
stagnant jobless economies built on the export
of raw materials and unrefined goods to value
added economies that provide jobs to build
strong middle-class societies that lift the mass
of our people out of poverty, then we must
take our destinies into our own hands and
assume responsibility for this” he explained.

The President elaborated that the
*building of new sustainable African
civilization where there is accountable
governance, respect for rule of law, individual
liberties and human rights' was essential. The
President made a very convincing case for
Ghana's reform orientation, putting a lot of
emphasis on skills development and
vocational training,

During the conference, President Akufo-
Addo met with Federal President Dr. Frank-
Walter Steinmeier, Chancellor Dr. Angela
Merkel, a number of Heads of State and the
heads of the International Monetary Fund, the
Wcazdbank and the African Development
Bank.

The Minister of Finance, Honorable KII'I
Ofori Atta, met his counterparts during the
Sessions on Macroeconomic, Business and
Financing Framework. He also a'jdm
Declaration of Intent® with
“Feded Minister for Emlk

Development, Dr.

Declaration is proof of the dllc

between Ghana and Gemlﬁ\' d
Ghana's reform efforts under

the Compact

Chana is a beacon of democratic

stability in the region. Looking at its
demaocratic credentials, its success in poverty
reduction and the Ghanaian government's
ambitious plans for economic transformation,
Germany had decided to accompany and
support the G20 compact efforts in Ghana
with a bilateral “Reform-Partnership *.

In Berlin, both countries now agreed
upon focusing on the sectors of Renewable
Energies and Energy Efficiency. To get private
investment into Renewables, the financial
sector will have to play an important role. To
make sure that this support leads to decent
jobs in Ghana, technical and vocational
education and training (TVET) will
complement the measures.

By Germany providing up to 100
million Euro of additional support and by
Ghana setting and implementing an
ambitious both sides are
confident to tri private sector investment
and o contribute 10 the goals of the G20

wﬂ\w

‘Compact with Africa” and the
analan-German Reform-Partnership

could play for African economic
Honorable Ken Ofori-Atta

stated that the Compact offered to
African countries “to redouble our in
pursuing our own and importantly a
tramework that

oﬂusmummu
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GlZ in Ghana

— A Partner for Over 30 Years

By John COCHRANE

The Republicof G

any have

hana and the Federal Republic
N partners in international
r more than 30 years

of Ce

PMment cooperati

GIZ opened its office in 2in 1983
We perform all our work here in support of
the Government of Ghana's (GoG's)
ievelopment goals. Over the last three decades
this has covered a broad range of sectors. Today
this work is firmly embedded within the Ghana
rowth and Development Agenda
gether with our national partners we aim
< eve ble, equitable economic
growth yverty reduction in a

democratic
We operate in Ghana chiefly on the German
rnment’s behalf, receiving the bulk of our
ons  from the BMZ. International
partners such as the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, DGIS, the EU, SECO
and USAID have also entrusted us to carmy out
theirwork in Ghana
Most of the programmes and projects we
support have successfully brought together
national and international private companies, the
public sector and civil society groups to
collaborate on development initiatives.
International institutions, governments,
private foundations and private companies that
wish to support GoG in achieving its sustainable

development goals can all benefit from our
long-standing experience in the country

o . ~
Supporting GoG's key
priorities

AH the projects and programmes we implement
are aligned with the current bilateral
cooperation agreement between the two
Rovernments,

At their last negotiations in 2015, the two
sides agreed 1o focus on three priority areas -
governance, agriculture and sustainable
economic development.

This means deepening good governance
at the national and sub-national levels,
particularly financial governance, so that
Ghana can fund its development agenda more
efficiently and effectively, and ultimately leave
aid dependency behind.

It includes developing agricultural value
chains in order to reduce poverty and protect
food security. And it involves developing
inclusive financial services for economically
active poor groups, while modemnising Ghana's
vocational training system.

National, regional and global
aspirations

We are also supporting GoG for instance in

building a low-carbon economy by increasing
renewable energy use. This national goal forms
part of Ghana's contribution to the global
climate agenda.

Other projects support climate change
mitigation and adaptation. Last but not least,
we are supporting the Kofi Annan International
Peacekeeping Training Centre in delivering a
regional contribution to peace across Africa

Leveraging commercial
interests

One particular focus of our work involvas
linking business interests with development
goals. In many cases, creating a business
mindset among beneficiaries is one key result.
We also operate two programmes designed
specifically to mobilise private funds for
development.

Holistic support that brings
us closer together

Two instruments that continue to set GIZ apart
from others are our ‘integrated experts’ and
‘development warkers', which complement our
more conventional forms of support. Integrated
experts are senior advisors employed directly by
the Ghanaian institution concerned, making
them a part of the structures in which they
‘operate. One example is our actuary employed
by the MNational Insurance Commission
Development workers operate on a hands-on
basis, alongside beneficiaries, helping translate
sometimes complex planning ideas into practical
implementation. They also feed lessons learned
on the ground back upwards into planning
processes. One example is our seamstress
employed in the vocational training of
dressmakers.

Both help align our work more closely with
our Ghanaian partners’ needs.

Working together worldwide

T v e

and

As a provider of international cooperation services for

i

in a wide variety of areas, including

waork, we are dedicated tobuilding a future worth living around the world. GIZ has over 50 years of experience
. s I

i education

energy and the ervironment, and

commissioning party.

generate ideas for political, social and economic change,
envisaged change processes. Since we are a publicbenefit

peace and security. The diverse expertise of our federal enterpse is in demand around the globe. with the
German Government, European Union institutions, the United Nations, the private sactor and govemments of
other countries all benefiting from our services. We work with businesses, civil society actors and reseir
institutions, fostering successful interaction between development policy and other policy fields and areas of
activity. The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) is our main

All these commissioning parties and cooperation partners place their trust in GIZ by working together with us o
develop these into concrete plans and implement the
federal enterprise, German and European values are

and ¢

Safer Mobility by Continental

Founded in Hanover, Germany, in 1871,
Continental is now one of the world's leading
automative suppliers. Since our establishment we
have worked for one ultimate goal: to bring safety
to the streets without compromising driving
comfort or pleasure. Early inventions included the
world’s first tyre with a tread pattern in 1904, to
the visionary eContact electric vehicle tyre range
and our ever growing lechnological automotive
innavations. We constantly develop our expertise
inmobility, transport and processing.

Safety is at the heart of everything we do.
Every day we have over 230,000 highly-skilled
employees in 56 countries producing forward-
thinking solutions and products, as well as
operating and delivering at an impeccable

standard.

This is why we are one of the most trusted
tyre brands with one in three vehicles in Europe
leaving the production line with Continental
tyres. When braking counts, you can count on
us.

German engineering and accuracy is
legendary. As the inventors of the first tread
pattern tire in the world, Continental seeks to
prove this inventive spirit with every new
product. Our centre of our engineering
experience can be found in Hanover, Germany.

The research facility with its enormous
and internationally renowned test race track,
the Contidrom, bundles the expertise of over
1000 hardworking scientists, engineers and

designers. Every new test follows one simple
purpose: making driving safer. All that, of
course, to the highest German standards. This
has been our aim for over 140 years and
counting.

This is the precision and promise we have
brought to Chana when we established
Continental Tire West Africa in Accra on 20

April 2016. Our expansion in the forms
a crucial part of our overall strategy
across the continent.

The success of this venture is largely due

to our relationship with our partners, KalTire,
Viramsun, Samir Ensimr&n?, FanMilk,
Alliance Motors, Max Professional, ta name but
a few of our partners in Ghana, and our

established network of distributors in West Africa
region stretching from Nigeria down to Angola.
Together we bring a comprehensive multi-
brand product offering comprising Continental,
General Tire and Matador to the market. This
ensures we can meet the needs and budgets
across the full spectrum of the replacament tyre
market, from individual customers through to
fleet, rental and government sectors.
t'Cm'nrinemal is the company's premium
product range, providing
performance, and

Save money on your electricity bill with eéal"

ecoligo is a German company with offices in
Frankfun, Berlin and Accra. The company was
founded by Martin Baart and Markus
Schwaninger, who between them have a
combined experience in the commercial solar
energy space of more than 20 years and have
worked on more than a hundred commercial solar
projects in Africa. Both co-founders are certified
experts in project financing of commercial solar
energy projects.

What We Offer

Our model is simple: We design, plan, finance,
build and maintain solar systems for
commercial clients. No hassle, no hidden fees,
no need Lo be an expert yourself - we take care
of everything, and you save money from day
one.

You only pay per kWh and we are cheaper than
grid electricity.

We require no upfront payment, and after
?cmlmhom,muuﬁl:: 3
the solar system to you = charge.
raise the funds on our own, dedicated crowd-
investing platform and then we sell the cheap,

solar energy to you over 5-20 years.

Interested in leaming more? Then call us
on 0553864622 or email us at
hello@ecoligo.com.

DEG: more than finar

programmes and advice tailored to
Jrotpamme yMn

For 55 years DEG has been a reliable panner
1o private sector enlerprises operating in
developing and emerging market countries.
We provide our customers with tailor made
solutions, including financing, promotional

T v Lo
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» DEG: active in Ghana
for 30 years.

Promoting entrepreneuria
success and development.

‘g More information: www.deginvest.de
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ecol

get solar. get it financed

CHRISTOPH RETZLAFF

g0.

Want to reduce your energy costs?

ecoligo will install and finance a solar system for your business.
No investment, no hidden costs, just low-cost solar energy.

Your current electricity bill: 10,000-50,000 GHS/month
Your savings with ecoligo: up to 40% on the kWh price

Interested? Get in touch with us!
hello@ecoligo.com
0553864622

WWW.eCcollgo




